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SECTION 02702 – TESTING REQUIREMENTS FOR SANITARY SEWER:   
MAINS AND MANHOLES 
 
PART 1 - GENERAL 
  
1.01 SUMMARY 

A. This section covers the testing of all sewer mains and manholes.  The Contractor shall provide 
all materials, labor and equipment to complete the testing requirements in accordance with this 
section.  All costs pertaining to testing shall be included in the lump sum bid. 

 
1.02 SPECIFICATION MODIFICATIONS 

A. It is understood that throughout this section, these Specifications may be modified by 
appropriate items in Section 01015 – Specific Project Requirements or as otherwise indicated 
on the Contract Drawings. 

 
1.03 RELATED SECTIONS 

A. Section 01015 – Specific Project Requirements. 
B. Section 01300 – Submittals. 
C. Section 02687 – Laser Profiling of Sewer Mains. 
D. Section 03362 – Manhole Rehabilitation. 
E. Section 03370 – Sanitary Sewer Manhole Construction. 
F. Section 05010 – Sanitary Sewer Manhole Castings. 
 

1.04 QUALITY ASSURANCE  
A. The Contractor is responsible for the quality assurance and quality control of the Work. 

 
1.05 INFORMATION PROVIDED BY THE CITY 

A. As provided in the Contract Documents. 
 
1.06 CODES and STANDARDS 

A.  The publications listed below form a part of this specification to the extent referenced.  The 
publications are referred to within the text by the basic designation only.  The version of the 
codes and standards in effect at the time of the Notice to Bidders shall be used, except as noted 
on the Drawings or in the Specific Project Requirements section of these specifications. 

B. American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM): 
ASTM C828 – Low-Pressure Air Testing of Vitrified Clay Pipe Lines. 
ASTM C969 – Standard Practice for Infiltration and Exfiltration Acceptance Testing of 
Installed Precast Concrete Pipe Sewer Lines. 
ASTM C1244 – Standard Test Method for Concrete Sewer Manholes by the Negative Air 
Pressure (Vacuum) Test. 
ASTM F1417 – Installation Acceptance of Plastic Gravity Sewer Lines Using Low-Pressure 
Air. 

C. American Water Works Association (AWWA): 
AWWA C600 – Installation of Ductile-Iron Water Mains and Their Appurtenances. 
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1.07 CONTRACTOR SUBMITTALS 

A. Submit the following in accordance with Section 01300 – Submittals:  
1. Testing plan, procedures and schedule. 
2. Testing equipment. 

 
PART 2 - PRODUCTS  
 
Not Used. 
 
PART 3 – EXECUTION 
 
3.01 GENERAL 

A. The City/Design Professional must witness the pressure and leakage test for it to be a valid 
test. 

B.  All sewer main joints and all manholes shall be watertight and free from leaks. 
C.  There is zero allowable leakage.  All defects causing infiltration/exfiltration shall be 

corrected at no additional cost to the City. 
 
3.02 SAFETY   

A. All work shall be performed in accordance with applicable Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) standards. 
 

3.03 SEWER PIPE ALIGNMENT AND GRADE TESTING 
A. The alignment, grade and visible defects shall be checked as follows: 

1. Prior to inspection, the Contractor shall clean and flush the sewer main with clear water to 
remove excess mortar, joint sealant, dirt, debris etc. 

2. All sewer mains shall be mandrel tested to determine ovality, the presence of any 
misaligned, displaced, or broken pipes and other defects. 

3. All defects shall be corrected prior to conducting the pressure and leakage test. 
 
3.04 PRESSURE AND LEAKAGE TEST FOR INFILTRATION/EXFILTRATION 

A. Sewer pipe infiltration/exfiltration testing: 
1. There shall be zero leakage on the infiltration/exfiltration test. 
2. The Contractor shall perform hydrostatic or air pressure tests on all sewers before 

acceptance by the City.  The Contractor shall provide all materials, labor and equipment 
required including, but not limited to, the following: water, necessary piping connections, 
test equipment, water meter, pressure gauges, bulkheads, and fittings required for 
hydrostatic or air pressure testing. 

3. Pressure and leakage testing for Infiltration/Exfiltration testing shall be conducted.  Where 
evidence of infiltration/exfiltration is discovered by the Contractor or by the City/Design 
Professional, the Contractor shall repair or replace the defective reach of pipeline at no 
additional cost to the City.  Following repair of the pipeline, the Contractor shall re-test 
and make additional repairs until zero infiltration/exfiltration is achieved. 
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4. Pressure and leakage testing for Infiltration/Exfiltration shall be performed by the 
Contractor using the methods as set forth below.  The required testing shall be successfully 
performed on carrier conduits prior to filling the void between the casing and the carrier 
conduits with sand or the sealing of the ends of the casing conduits. 
a. Air Testing of Gravity Systems: 

(1) Each section of gravity pipeline between manholes and/or structures after backfill 
shall be tested as outlined below. 

(2) Contractor shall furnish all materials, labor and equipment required including 
necessary piping connection, test pumping equipment, pressure gauges, bulkheads, 
regulator to avoid over pressurization, and all miscellaneous items required. 

(3) The pipe plug for introducing air to the sewer line shall be equipped with two taps.  
One tap will be used to introduce air into the line being tested through suitable 
valves and fittings, so that the input air may be regulated.  The second tap will be 
fitted with valves and fittings to accept a pressure test gauge indicating internal 
pressure in the sewer pipe.  Additional valve and fitting will be incorporated on the 
tap used to check internal pressure so that a second test gauge may be attached to 
the internal pressure tap.  The pressure test gauge valve may also be used to 
indicate loss of air pressure due to leaks in the sewer line. 

(4) The pressure test gauge shall meet the following minimum specifications: 
 

Size (diameter) 4-1/2 inches 
Pressure Range 0-15 psi 
Figure Intervals 1 psi increments 
Minor Subdivisions 0.05 psi 
Pressure Tube Bourdon Tube or diaphragm. 
Accuracy +/-0.25% of maximum scale 
Dial                White coated aluminum with                        

black lettering, 270degree arc and mirror edge. 
Pipe Connection Male 1/2 inch N.P.T. 

 
Calibration data will be supplied with all pressure test gauges.  Certification of 
pressure test gauge will be required from the gauge manufacturer.  This 
certification and calibration data will be available to the City/Design Professional 
whenever air tests are performed. 

(5) Plug ends of line and cap or plug all connections to withstand internal pressure.  
One of the plugs provided must have two taps for connecting equipment.  After 
connecting air control equipment to the air hose, monitor air pressure so that 
internal pressure does not exceed 5.0 psig.  After reaching 4.0 psig, throttle the air 
supply to maintain between 4.0 and 3.5 psig for at least two (2) minutes in order 
to allow equilibrium between air temperature and pipe walls.  During this time, 
check all plugs to detect any leakage.  If plugs are found to leak, bleed off air, 
tighten plugs, and again begin supplying air.  After temperature has stabilized, the 
pressure is allowed to decrease to 3.5 psig.  At 3.5 psig, begin timing to determine 
the time required for pressure to drop to 2.5 psig.  If the time, in seconds, for the 
air pressure to decrease from 3.5 psig to 2.5 psig is greater than that shown in the 
table below, the pipe shall be presumed free of defects. 
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Minimum Test Times in Plastic Pipe 
Pipe Minimum Length for Time for 
Diameter Time Minimum Longer Length 
(in) (min:secc) Time (ft) (sec) 
    
4 3:46 597 .380 L 
6 5:40 398 .854 L 
8 7:34 298 1.520 L 
10 9:26 239 2.374 L 
12 11:20 199 3.418 L 
15 14:10 159 5.342 L 
18 17:00 133 7.692 L 
21 19:50 114 10.470 L 
24 22:40 99 13.674 L 
27 25:30 88 17.306 L 
30 28:20 80 21.366 L 
33 31:10 72 25.852 L 
36 34:00 66 30.768 L 
42 39:48 57 41.883 L 
48 45:34 50 54.705 L 
54 51:02 44 69.236L 
60 56:40 40 85.476L 
 
L = Total Length 
 

If air test fails to meet above requirements, repeat test as necessary after all leaks 
and defects have been repaired and backfilled. 
Before the manhole vacuum test is performed and in areas where ground water is 
known to exist, install a one-half inch diameter capped pipe nipple, approximately 
10" long, through manhole wall above one of the sewer lines entering the manhole.  
This shall be done at the time the sewer is installed.  Immediately prior to the 
performance of the line acceptance test, ground water level shall be determined by 
removing pipe cap, blowing air through pipe nipple into the ground so as to clear 
it, and then connecting a clear plastic tube to pipe nipple.  The hose shall be held 
vertically and a measurement of height in feet of water shall be taken after the 
water stops rising in this plastic tube.  The height in feet shall be divided by 2.3 to 
establish the pounds of pressure that will be added to all readings.  If the air 
pressure required for the test is greater than 9 psig, the air test method will not be 
allowed.  Instead, an infiltration test shall performed by the Contractor. 

 
(6) If Polyvinyl Chloride (PVC) gravity sewer pipe is used it shall be air-tested in 

accordance with the requirements of ASTM F-1417. 
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b. Hydrostatic Tests for Pressure Systems (Sewer Force Mains): 
(1) Conformance Procedure: The Contractor shall perform hydrostatic pressure and 

leakage tests for all sewer force mains.  The test shall conform to AWWA C600 
procedures except as modified herein.  There shall be zero leakage/drop in 
pressure. 

(2) Sectionalizing: Test in segments between sectionalizing valves, between a 
sectionalizing valve and a test plug, or between test plugs.  Contractor shall 
furnish and install test plugs at no additional cost to the City, including all 
anchors, braces, and other devices to withstand hydrostatic pressure on plugs.  
Contractor shall be responsible for any damage to public or private property 
caused by failure of plugs.  Limit fill rate of line to available venting capacity. Fill 
rate shall be regulated to limit velocity in lines when flowing full to not more than 
0.05 to 1.0 fps. 

(3) Pressure and Leakage Test: Conduct at 1.5 times the maximum operating 
pressure, but not less than 100 psi, for a minimum of two hours: 

L = (0.0000075 SD(P)1/2)/2 where  
L = 2 hour allowable make-up water (gallons)  
S = length of pipe tested (ft.)  
D = nominal pipe diameter (in)  
P = test pressure (psig) 

 
3.05 SEWER PIPE DEFLECTION TESTING 

A. The mandrel testing shall be conducted again thirty days after final trench backfill. 
B.  The mandrel device shall be cylindrical in shape and constructed with nine (9) evenly spaced 

arms or prongs.  Mandrels with fewer arms will be rejected as not sufficiently accurate.  The 
rigid mandrel shall have an outside diameter (O.D.) equal to 95 percent of the inside diameter 
(I.D.) of the pipe.  The inside diameter of the pipe, for the purpose of determining the outside 
diameter of the mandrel, shall be the average outside diameter minus two minimum wall 
thicknesses for O.D. controlled pipe and the average inside diameter for I.D. controlled pipe. 
Dimensions shall be per appropriate standard.  The "D" mandrel dimension shall carry a 
tolerance of + or - 0.01 inch.  Allowances for pipe wall thickness tolerances or ovality (from 
heat, shipping, poor production, etc.) shall not be deducted from the "D" dimension but shall be 
counted in as a part of the five (5) percent or lesser deflection allowance.  Contact length (L) 
shall be measured between points of contact on the mandrel arm.  The length shall not be less 
than twelve inches.  

C. The mandrel shall be hand-pulled by the Contractor through all flexible sewer lines.  Any 
sections of sewer not passing the mandrel test shall be uncovered and the Contractor, at no 
additional cost to the City, shall repair or replace the sewer to the satisfaction of the Engineer. 
These repaired segments shall be re-tested by the Contractor.  

D. Following a successful thirty day mandrel test, all sewer mains shall be Laser Profiled, see 
SECTION 02687. 

3.06 MANHOLE TESTING 
A. All new manholes and fully rehabilitated manholes with pipe end seals installed shall be tested 

for infiltration/exfiltration by vacuum testing.  All vacuum testing shall be performed in the 
presence of the City/Design Professional.  Notification by the Contractor to the City/Design 
Professional shall be made 5 days in advance of testing.  All visible defects and leaks shall be 
repaired by the Contractor prior to testing and then again during the warranty period. 
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B.  Vacuum testing is required on all new manholes and fully rehabilitated manholes with a main 
line diameter of less than 42 inches. 

C.   Prior to payment for new manholes and fully rehabilitated manholes rehabilitation, the 
manholes shall pass the vacuum test as identified in this specification. 

D. The initial vacuum test on new manholes or structure shall be conducted prior to backfilling. 
Vacuum testing after backfilling should be performed only after a successful non-backfill test 
has been completed.  The Contractor shall not vacuum test backfilled manholes in the presence 
of ground water.  All pipes entering the manhole shall be plugged at least eight (8) inches into 
the sewer pipe.  The plug must be inflated at a location beyond the manhole/pipe gasket. 
 

(1) All plugs shall be adequately braced to prevent the plug or pipe from being dislodged 
and drawn into the manhole. 

(2) A vacuum of at least 10-1/2 inches of mercury shall be drawn on the manhole.  The 
valve on the vacuum line to the manhole shall be shut and the vacuum line 
disconnected.  The vacuum line valve shall be opened and the vacuum adjusted to 10 
inches of mercury. 

(3) The pressure gauge shall be liquid filled having a 3.5 inch diameter face with a reading 
from zero to 30 inches of mercury.  The test equipment shall be capable of having two 
gauges connected.  The gauge supplied with the test equipment shall match the reading 
of a gauge furnished by the City/Design Professional.  

(4) The time for the vacuum reading to drop from 10 inches of mercury to 9 inches of 
mercury shall not be less than the following values for the manhole to be considered as 
passing the vacuum test:                           

 
  Manhole 

Depth 
Time in 
Minutes 

10 feet or 
less 

2 

10.1 to 15 
feet 

2.5 

15.1 to 25 
feet 

3 

 
(5) If a manhole fails the vacuum test, the manhole shall be repaired with a City approved 

product and re-tested.  This procedure shall be continued until all defects have been 
repaired and the manhole successfully passes the vacuum test.  

3.07 WARRANTY 
A.  The Contractor shall warranty all work during the Performance and Maintenance period.  All 

defects including infiltration/exfiltration found during the warranty period shall be corrected 
immediately at no additional cost to the City. 

 
 
 

END OF SECTION 
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